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A LETTER1
WRITTEN TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULL THE GOVERNOURS [sic]
AND ASSISTANTS OF THE EAST INDIAN MARCHANTS IN LONDON,
CONTAINING THE ESTATE OF THE EAST INDIAN FLEETE, WITH THE
NAMES OF THE CHIEFE MEN OF NOTE DEAD IN THE VOYAGE.
At London.
Imprinted for Thomas Thorppe, and are to be sould by
William Aspley.
1603.
Right Worshipfull,
My dutie remembred.
It may please you to understand that we wayed anchor the 20
of Aprill 1601, and set saile out of Torbaye, by Dartmouthe.
The 21 of June following, being in the heigth of three degrees
to the northwards of the Line, wee tooke a ship of Vianna,
bound for Brasill, of the burthen of 130 tunne. Her lading was
wine, oyle, and meale, which hath stood us in great steede in
this our voyage. Five or sixe dayes after, we turned her off,
after we had pillaged her as we thought good*
1 This pamphlet evidently reproduced one of the two letters which were
read at a general court of the Company held on 6 June 1603 (The Dawn,
p. 243). Both are described as having been' received by a Frencheman which
latelie departed at sea from one of our fleet, the ship Assertion; which letters
were written, the one from Roger Style, cape merchant of the Attention, and
the other from Ed[ward] Highelord, purser of the same ship; bothe discoursing
the state of the voyage, bothe concerning the partes which have bene visited
for trade and howe many of our menn are dead in the voyage.*
It is impossible to say which of the two letters is the one printed, and we
cannot therefore fix its authorship. Nor do we know the circumstances in
which it came into the hands of the publisher. The pamphlet was not registered
at Stationers' Hall, and no other copy is known to exist than the one here
reproduced, which is in the Bodleian Library at Oxford (40, L. 81, Art. (15)).
Included in the pamphlet is a folding sheet with a woodcut of a ship. From
its lavish display of the royal flag it is evidently a vessel of the royal navy, and
we may infer that the publisher used an old block which had really no
reference to the subject. The illustration has therefore been omitted.